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4th Sunday of Advent
Peace
PRELUDE

December 19, 2021
ENTRANCE AND PRAISE
+ Those able please stand

PRAISE AND WORSHIP
WELCOME TO THE PARISH
CALL TO WORSHIP (Pastor & Liturgist)
P: Come, joy, lighten our spirits.
C: Come, hope, lift us from despair.
P: Come, peace, ease our frantic worry.
C: Come, love, shine in all we do.
P: Come, Jesus, be born in us.
C: Come, Lord, set us free.
P: Come, God,
C: Rule in our hearts and teach us to sing with joy!

PRAYER OF THE DAY (Pastor)
Stir up your power, O God, and come to set us free by the righteousness of your birth in our midst, by the light of
your face shining upon us, and by becoming our brother, our friend, our salvation. We pray this in the name of the
Holy Trinity: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, mother of us all. Amen.
OPENING HYMN

“God is So Good”

TFWS #2056

ADVENT PRAYER (Pastor)
Lord our God, you have revealed yourself as One who wishes to bring about justice and true peace among people;
In a world that looks away from injustice, You cast your eyes on the destitute, the poor, and the wronged;
You have called us to follow you, to preach good news to the poor, to proclaim release for the captives and
recovery of sight for the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed and to proclaim the time of your blessing.
Be present with your church, Lord, as we respond to your call.
Open our eyes to the downtrodden.
Fill us with compassion for the plight of the alien, the refugee, and the immigrant.
Lead us into ministries that help orphans and widows.
Give us courage to block the paths of the ungodly who exploit the poor.
Set us free from pious exercises that prevent us from the true worship you choose:
Sharing bread with the hungry, Sharing homes with the homeless, Sharing clothes with the naked, Sharing hearts
with our own kin.
So may your justice roll down like waters, your righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. Lead our footsteps to
stand with the poor, that we might stand with you.
Have mercy, O God: Scatter the proud, Put down the mighty, Lift up the lowly, Fill up the hungry, And send the
rich away empty-handed.
(Our Father, etc. . . .)
The Lord’s Prayer
UMH #895
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.
HYMN

“O Come O Come Emmanuel” (V.1)

UMH# 211

THE ADVENT WREATH
Hartog/Bennett Family
Reader One: Sometimes when we are trying something new, or when we are facing a difficult decision, or when
we want to celebrate something, or when we just feel lost and alone and uncertain about life, the universe and
everything, we need a blessing. We don’t always think of it that way, or word it like that. We say we need advice,
or support, or companions, or someone to come along beside and lift us up again so we can see more than the
tops of our shoes. We seek a blessing.
Reader Two: For many of us, we go home; we ask mom; we talk to dad, or brothers and sisters, close friends,
those we grew up with, those who know us best. We want them alongside; we want to be in their presence.
Somehow, we know that being there, being home, will make all things better. Maybe it won’t be fixed, or solved,
or wished away, but at least we won’t be alone. We seek a blessing.
Reader One: Mary, faced with an incomprehensible burden and gift, ran to Cousin Elizabeth’s house, looking for
someone who knew a little of what she was going through, looking for a place to hide until the reality of her
condition could become something real. And she received a blessing. The prophet Micah spoke of a blessing
coming to an unexpected place, an unassuming town. Yet by God’s grace would become the means
through which God would bless the whole world. Bethlehem, the little town of blessing. We seek a blessing.
Reader Two: We light these candles, the candle of hope, of peace, of joy and of today, love, as a sign that we know
blessing and we know waiting for blessing to be felt and lived. We light these candles as a sign that we still seek a
blessing. It’s time to go home.
*HYMN

“O Come O Come Emmanuel” (v. 2-4)
(Sung as the candle is lit)

UMH# 211

CALL TO CONFESSION (Pastor)
In the world, and in this season, there are many claims on our lives. We take this time to remember that in our
baptism, Christ claimed us as his own. We acknowledge before God and one another that we have not followed
Jesus Christ with all our heart and mind and strength. Trusting in God’s grace, let us pray.
SILENT CONFESSION
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Liturgist)
God our Savior, we ask for your mercy. Though we have heard Mary’s song, we still seek security in pride and
power and possessions. Though we know your story, we resist the costs of following you. We pass by those
considered lowly in this world. We turn away from hungry people who still wait to be filled. Forgive us, we pray.
Help us to work for the justice you intend. Make us messengers of the peace you bring. As we wait for you, turn
our apathy into acts of love and service. We pray in the name of Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. Amen.
DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS (Pastor)
Friends, God is for us and not against us. For that very reason, God sent the Son into the world— not to condemn
the world, but that the world might be saved through him. Believe the good news: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!
JOYS AND CONCERNS

Pastor J

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE
Hebrews (Liturgist)
10:5-10
5Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, “Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, but a
body you have prepared for me; 6in burnt offerings and sin offerings you have taken no pleasure. 7Then I said,
‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’ (in the scroll of the book it is written of me).” 8When he said above,
“You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings”
(these are offered according to the law), 9then he added, “See, I have come to do your will.” He abolishes the first
in order to establish the second. 10And it is by God’s will that we have been sanctified through the offering of the
body of Jesus Christ once for all.
Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
+ Luke (Liturgist)
1:39-45
39In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, 40where she entered the
house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb.
And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women,
and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43And why has this happened to me that the mother of my Lord comes to
me? 44For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed is she
who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.”
Leader: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.
+HYMN

“Give Thanks”

TFWS #2036

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT
CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS (Liturgist)
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING (Pastor)
God does not desire us to bring burnt offerings and sin offerings, Heb. 10:5–10 but instead asks that we do God’s
will. So we bring to God now the offerings of our lives and our labors, with the prayer that God’s will may be done
through them.
OFFERING
Please mail or drop off your tithes and offerings to 15 Church Street, Hamden, CT 06514.
Noisy Offering (coins given for missions) may be dropped off at the church.
OFFERTORY:

“Star Child”

HPUMC Choir

+ PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING/DEDICATION (Pastor)
You deliver us, O God, from exile, separation, and despair into communion with each other, with you, and with
your good news. We thank you for all that draws us close together, astounding us with lives transformed by
gratitude. Accept our gifts as signs of our gratitude for what you give us every day and as honor to your presence
in our world; for the sake of those who stand in need and Jesus Christ, who saves us. Amen.
+RESPONSE
+CLOSING HYMN

“The Doxology”
GOING FORTH
“Hark the Herald Angels Sing”

UMH #95
UMH#240

+ CHARGE & BLESSING (Pastor)
Go in peace, trusting in the promises of God. May the God of justice be your path, the Lord of mercy be your guide,
and the Spirit of love be your light, this day and forevermore. Question for Reflection
The Postlude
THE WORSHIP IS ENDED: THE SERVICE BEGINS.
December 12: ATTENDANCE: In-person: 36 Zoom: 14 Program Views: 12
OFFERING: $2,297
TODAY AT HAMDEN PLAINS
GREETINGS TO ALL worshipping with us in-person, on-line or by program view today.

RECORDED PROGRAM WORSHIP at www.hamdenplainsumc.com or
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxwHc1E3_YK4W1nHICT5iAA. Learn more about us at
www.hamdenplainsumc.com.
SUBMISSION DEADLINE for materials for the weekly bulletin is Wednesday at noon to secretary.hpumc@gmail.com.
MASK POLICY: Please wear masks above the nose and under the chin at all times.
PASTOR OFFICE HOURS: Pastor J office hours are Wed. & Thurs.’s, 10:15 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. If you need a meeting with
him please contact the office at 203.248.4654.
CAROLING: Join us on TODAY, Sunday December 19th at 3 pm, as we go Caroling to our neighbors and shut-ins.
Masks and social distancing. Please dress warm as we will be singing from outside at times. Please sign up in the
Narthex or contact the office at 203.248.4654 to let us know you will be attending.
BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE: Tuesday December 21st, 7 p.m. We will be hosting this service in conjunction with Rev.
Vicki Flippin, (First and Summerfield United Methodist Church), and Rev. Dr. YangHee Christine Stopka, (Dir of
Spiritual Care, Middlesex Health, Middletown). A “Blue Christmas” service is a modern Christian worship experience
designed to temper the struggle with darkness and grief faced by those living with loss.
CONNECTIONAL BIBLE STUDY FELLOWSHIP: Every Tuesday, 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. There will be NO Bible study this
week. Via Zoom. If interested, contact Pastor J at 475.331.1122 or pastorjj.hpumc@gmail.com.
CHOIR REHEARSAL: Wednesday’s, at 7 p.m. Please contact Pastor J (475.331.1122/ pastorjj.hpumc@gmail.com) or
Dunn Pearson (dunnpearson@gmail.com) for more information. EVERYONE IS WELCOME.
SPECIFIC PRAYER REQUESTS for Wednesday Prayer Team may be made by contacting Holly O’Brien. These requests
remain confidential to the Prayer Team. PRAYERS AS PRINTED IN THE SUNDAY NOTICES, are assumed to be public
information and should be called or e-mailed to Nancy Estes at 203.248.4654 or secretary.hpumc@gmail.com.
MEETINGS/EVENTS THIS WEEK:
CAROLING, TODAY at 3p.m.
BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE: Tuesday December 21st, 7 p.m.
CONNECTIONAL BIBLE STUDY FELLOWSHIP, Canceled this week
PRAYER TEAM, each Wednesday, 11 a.m., in person, Sanctuary.
CHOIR REHEARSAL, each Wednesday, 7 pm, in person, Sanctuary
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE: Friday, December 24th
“DINNER FOR A DOLLAR” serves each Saturday, 6 – 7 p.m.
TO DONATE ALTAR FLOWERS please contact Nancy Estes at 203.248.4654 or Melissa Paul at mrsmasp@gmail.com.
OUR DECEMBER HAMDEN FOOD BANK COLLECTION is soups, Dinty Moore Stew, etc. Please place all donations in
the collection basket in the Narthex during office hours (Tuesday – Friday, 9 a.m. – Noon) or bring them on Sunday
mornings to outside worship. Thanks to the many who have donated!
SEXTON UPDATE: Bancroft Nicholson Sr. will be stepping down as the Sexton of HPUMC at the end of the year. The
Sexton maintains the building and grounds of the church. The hours are flexible and there will be a period of transition
working with the current Sexton to learn the job. If you or someone you know would be interested in the position,
please contact Megan Malanson at (203) 535-5569 or megmalanson@yahoo.com for more information.
“DINNER FOR A DOLLAR” Missions seeks cooks and serving hosts. Cook teams work 3 – 5:30 p.m. and serving teams
serve 5:30 – 8 p.m. To sign up, go to https://signup.com/go/LpLESwA or contact Marty Hartog: 203.506.9788 or
hartogm1@southernct.edu or Charlotte Sroka: 203.530.2860(text) or charlotte.sroka306@frontier.com. HPUMC
members and friends serve 2nd and 4th Saturdays; community partners host 1st, 3rd and 5th Saturdays.
Anyone may eat at Dinner for a Dollar. A suggested donation is $1 per meal, but no one is turned away
based on ability to pay. Meals are available each Saturday, 6 – 7 p.m., take-out only through the Church Street doors.
May God continue to bless this important ministry.

NEXT SUNDAY, 1st Sunday after Christmas Day: 1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26; Psalm 148(UMH861); Colossians 3:12-17;
Luke 2:41-52. Liturgist, Kersten Moore. Song Leader, Nancy Campbell.
THE LITTLE FREE LIBRARY remains open year-round. Check it out in front of the church on Dixwell Avenue. To
donate books (children’s books as well as adult) of any genre or language, or Bibles, contact Kersten Moore at
disturbedteacher@gmail.com/203.935.6855 or Lisa Collins at collins11902@yahoo.com/203.913.7961.
OUR INK CARTRIDGE RECYCLE PROGRAM Please bring your used cartridges for recycling in during office hours,
Tues. – Fri.., 9:15 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.; You can also bring them to church on Sunday or leave them in a bag outside the
parking lot door at your convenience. Many thanks!
YOUR CONTINUED FINANCIAL SUPPORT MEANS MUCH! Please mail gifts to HPUMC, 15 Church Street, Hamden, CT
06514 or drop them off during office hours, Tues - Fri., 9:15 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.
WE HAVE A NEW WAY of contributing your tithes and offerings.
You can now give right through an app on your phone by scanning the QR code.
www.venmo.com/HamdenPlains-UMC. Any questions please call the office.
READING THROUGH THE BIBLE: Monday-Friday @ 6 – 6:40 a.m. Read the entire Bible with us in about 7 months.
Mute yourself and read along or just listen. Call in 605.472.5719 Access code 3524899.
PLEASE CONSIDER SENDING A NOTE to any of the folks below who either live alone, have care needs or both. This is
the current list. Megan Malanson is tracking these contacts. If you make one and would like to report that to Megan,
please reach her at megmalanson@yahoo.com. If there is someone you think should be contacted by the pastor, please
notify the office.
ADDRESSES FOR PEOPLE LIVING ALONE OR WITH CARE NEEDS:
(Some opted not to be on this list.)
Bales, Mary, 33 Woodruff Street, #113, Hamden, 06518
Bogacki, Dorine, WOOSTER 201B, 22 Masonic Avenue, Wallingford, 06492
Gursky, John, 1492 Dixwell Avenue, Hamden, 06514
Hartsoe, Lois, 5324 Ashlar Village, Wallingford, 06492
Leno, Pat, 850 Mix Avenue, Hamden, 06514
Maynard, Sandy, 102 Treadwell Street #B, Hamden, 06517
Mayo, Elizabeth, 200 Leeder Hill Drive, Apt. 213, Hamden, 06517
Morrison, Claudette and Jimmy, 112 East Gate Lane, Hamden, 06514
Raccio, Jean and Carmine, 15 Sunrise Cove Road, Branford, 06405
Reynolds, Marianne, 656 Center Street, Apt. D208, Wallingford, 06492
Shaw, Rosemary, 345 Fountain Street, Apt. 202, New Haven, 06515
Williams, Trudy, 41 West Helen Street, Hamden, 06514
Wycoff, Denise and Pieter, 135 Grandview Avenue, Hamden, 06514
OTHER WAYS TO BE IN MINISTRY AND MISSION DURING THE PANDEMIC:
Bring your “Cans for the Congo” during office hours or on Sundays.
Drop off food for the Hamden Food Bank.
Stay abreast of developments by reading your e-mail or checking the website.
Read the upcoming Sunday scriptures as an act of spiritual formation.
Pray for our church and governmental leaders and our Reopening Team.
Serve at “Dinner for a Dollar” (take-out only). Sign up at signup.com/go/LpLESwA
Check in by phone or send a note to someone home-bound or elderly.
Continue to mail in your tithes and offerings.
PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER
WE EXTEND OUR SYMPATHY to the Campbell family on the death of Nancy’s cousin, Cathy Wooster. Expressions of
sympathy may be sent to 85 Heloise St., Hamden, 06517.
In the Hospital:
Ralph, Derrick’s brother-in-law, hospitalized; Gil Earl off the ventilator,
Continuing care:
Jeffery Ahn, recovering at home after being hit by a car.
Alan, recovering from cardiac surgery (Brenda Pineau) Harold Estes, medical issues
Steve DeStefano, Cancer (Nancy Estes)
Charlene Welch
Paul, Bob, Lori, cancer (The Pineau’s)
Shirley Repoli, cancer (Anthony Moore)
Cassondra, cancer (The Pineau’s)
Stan, medical diagnosis (Holly O’Brien)
Sarah and James Galloway, Carol’s parents, for on-going medical issues
Jason Calabrese (brother of Stacey Riccardi)
Frank Teodosio
Stephanie, health issues, daughter of Ed & Brenda Pineau
Kathleen’s daughter (friend of Charlotte Sroka)
Doreen, Derrick Pommills sister, Heart Surgery

BIRTHDAYS: Bruce Davis 12/22, Ernest White, Jr. 12/23, Joey O’Brien 12/25
WORSHIP HOSTS

Liturgist
Song Leaders
Special Music
Crucifer
Acolytes
Worship Host #1
#2
Attendance Clerk
Counters

Today December 19th
Megan Malanson
Sheldon Campbell
HPUMC Choir
Perjah Delgado
Reneejah Delgado
Rachael Keller
Morgen Campbell
Holly O’Brien
Holly O’Brien
Lois Fucci
Charlotte Sroka

Next Sunday December 26th
Kersten Moore
Nancy Campbell
HPUMC Choir

Kirby Stafford
Melissa Paul
Melissa Paul
Kirby Stafford
Sheldon Campbell

Worship in-person and live Zoom at 10:15 a.m. Sundays
Program view of worship later on Sunday.
Minister: All Congregation Members
Rev. Jeremiah J. Paul, Pastor, pastorjj.hpumc@gmail.com
Dunn Pearson, Music Director, dunnpearson@gmail.com
Nancy Estes, Parish Secretary, secretary.hpumc@gmail.com
Bancroft Nicholson, Sr., Sexton

