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Have the same mind  
 

This is a hard one, don’t you think? In our increasingly contentious soci-
ety and world, to consider that a sign of the kin-dom is that the commu-
nity has the same mind might be a bit of an overreach. Yet here is the call 
from Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians. And we’re still in chapter 1! In 
fact, this is the first call the Apostle gives us in this letter, so he at least 
thinks it is important.  
 

But let’s not mute the high calling of agreement by saying it is something 
less than what it is. This isn’t a live and let live approach, or an indication 
that nothing really matters as long as we’re nice to each other. There is 
more here. More gospel, more truth, more invitation than we might real-
ize. But there is also a clear prioritizing of approach and understanding. 
What Paul argues is that the community needs to take a higher place than 
we might think. In the USA, we sometimes overvalue the individual, and 
some branches of the Christian faith say that it is all about me and Jesus. 
Paul argues for something else than that. Yes, of course, the individual is 
important, but so is the church, so is the community of faith. We are in 
this together. Again and again, the gospel indicates that we are not in this 
alone, that we are made to work this out together; we are meant to be rec-
onciled; we are meant to be in relationship with God and with neighbor. If 
one of our prime values is the building up of the body, then we approach 
differences and disagreements with a clear goal toward reconciliation. We 
want to preserve the community and not simply be right. This influences 
how we argue, or how we resolve differences or varieties of interpreta-
tions of scripture or applications of the gospel in our lives. 
 

If last week we celebrated our abundance, this week we give thanks for 
our relationships. We can celebrate the life of the community, in fellow-
ship, in learning together and serving together. We rejoice in our reach, 
which is always greater together than separately. There is an African 
proverb that says if you want to go fast go alone; but if you want to go 
far, then go together. We are in this for the long haul, all the way to the 
kin-dom of God. And along the way, we live by kin-dom rules, we show 
kin-dom values, we rejoice in kin-dom priorities, which sometimes means 
I set aside my personal preferences for the good of the whole. But more 
often than not, we realize that my personal good is fulfilled by the good of 
the whole community. 
 

So, we sing of the church and the joy that we have in communion and fel-
lowship. We pray for the healing of broken relationships and misunder-
standings so that our witness can be stronger. We give thanks for our 
leaders and teachers and pillars who have sacrificed much to help us be 
the church we are. And we continually look out for ways to be open to in-
vite and include those who are not yet a part of the fellowship of the 
church. We live hand in hand inside but with an outward focus and hope. 
We are making disciples of Jesus Christ, and there is always room for 
more. 
 

By: Rev. Dr. Derek Weber, Director of Preaching Ministries 

https://www.facebook.com/HamdenPlainsUMC/
https://tinyurl.com/t9q8gw6


Hamden Plains United Methodist Church, Hamden, Connecticut 
Sunday School: 9 a.m., via Zoom  

Sunday worship: 10:15 a.m.:  
Pastor Jeremiah Paul, preaching 

Services will be available at 

                 https://www.youtube.comchannel/UCxwHc1E3YK4W1nHICT5iAA  

                   or https://tinyurl.com/t9q8gw6 

       with thanks to George Joseph, Producer 
 
  
 

February 5  5th SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 
   Scriptures: Isaiah 58:1-9a (9b-12); Psalm 112 (UMH833); 1Corinthians 2:1-12              
                                (13-16); Matthew 5:13-20. Liturgist : Krystal Ritchie. Song Leader : Perjah &  
                                Reneejah Delgado. Fellowship Time: TBA.  
 

February 12  6th SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 
   Scriptures: Deuteronomy 30:15-20; Psalm 119:1-8(UMH840); 1 Corinthians 3:1- 
                                 9; Matthew 5:21-37. Liturgist : Portia Antwi. Song Leader : Marty Hartog.  
   Fellowship  Time: TBA.   
 

February 19  TRANSFIGURATION SUNDAY 
   Scriptures: Exodus 24:12-18; Psalm 99  (UMH819); 2 Peter 1:16-21;  
   Matthew 17:1-9. Liturgist : Marcus Brantley. Song Leader : Frances Walker.  
   Fellowship Time: TBA.  
 

February 22  ASH WEDNESDAY 
   SERVICE AT HPUMC at 7 p.m. 
   Scriptures: Joel 2:1-2, 12-17; Psalm 51:1-17  (UMH785); 2 Corinthians5:20b- 
   6:10; Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21.  
 

February 26  1st SUNDAY IN LENT 
   Scriptures: Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7; Psalm 32 (UMH766); Romans 5:12-19; 
   Matthew 4:1-11. Liturgist : Holly O’Brien. Song Leader : Ed Zorian.  
   Fellowship Time: TBA.  
 

 
Advance reading of the scriptures is an act of spiritual formation. 

                      CONNECTIONAL BIBLE STUDY FELLOWSHIP 

Every Tuesday, 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. Via Zoom 

Watch for the link sent out on Tuesday’s. 

ALL are welcome. 

If Interested, contact Pastor J at 475.331.1122 or pastorjj.hpumc@gmail.com  
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REPORTERS FOR THE MESSENGER:  

We are actively searching for reporters for our monthly Messenger at 

HPUMC. Their duties consist of reporting and interviewing community 

leaders, Pastor J and other members of our church, while writing articles 

on events and happenings throughout the year. These persons will work 

closely with our Editor and chief Nancy Estes completing articles before 

monthly deadlines and submitting pictures for editorial.  If you are           

interested please contact Pastor J or Nancy Estes. 
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Game night 

Epiphany game night held on January 6, 2023 was a complete success. We 
hosted about 30 kids and we had all different types of games available for them 
to play ranging from chess, checkers, connect Four, Jenga, battleship and other 
board games.  Video games ranging from Tekken, Pac-Man, Fortnite, 2K and 
more. Internet community games like minute to win it ,waste cup, tilt a cup and 
many more. Prizes ranging from Sony earbud headphones, Minecraft, Hover-
board, a computer monitor, keyboard and mouse, gift cards, 4 G Shock watches, 
LED lights and more. My hope is that we can get an even bigger group of youth 
and adults willing to participate and win prizes for our next game night scheduled 
Friday February 3, 2023 at 6pm. This is how we connect with local families. 
Looking forward to see you at the next event.  
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Each One Teach One 
 
On Friday January 13th 2023 Our Pastor J was asked to  be apart of “Each One Teach One” at 
Church Street school. Commemorating Dr. Martin Luther King’s birth day, black leaders of Hamden 
spoke to students about their personal journey and careers in service to others. “What a joy to see 
the children that live in the homes neighboring our church. Most if not all of the kids live walking   
distance from Church Street school.”  Reported Pastor J.  
Long time member of HPUMC Carol Galloway was also a speaker.  
The event was a great success.  
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February meeting schedule: 

Each Tuesday, 6:30 p.m., Connectional Bible Study  

Each Wednesday, 11 a.m., Prayer Team  

Each Wednesday, 7:00 p.m., Choir Rehearsal  

Thursday, February2, 6:30 p.m. Worship Committee 

                                          7:30 p.m. Leadership Team  

                                  (restricted to elected members only) 

Wednesday, February 8, 1:00 p.m. Women’s Group 

Thursday, February 9, 7 p.m. Administrative Team  

 

 

 

The Second Wednesday 
Women’s Group  
DATE: The second Wednesday of each month  
TIME: 1:00pm  
PLACE: Hamden Plains UMC Prayer Room 

January 
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The first meeting of 2023 was held with a small gathering. Holly was travelling to the Holy Land and 
a few of the women were unable to attend. But-"where 2 or 3 are gathered together in my name, I 
am there among them". The 4 gathered learned about the wife of Lot from Genesis. Lot's wife is a 
reminder that everything in this world is temporary. She did not obey one simple command from the 
Lord - do not look back. So let's look forward to 2023 and what it has in store for us.  
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Hi Dear friends, 
       Thought this month I would share some info I just read about on two 
totally different medical issues that are very important to all of us. 
       The first item of interest is regarding Alzheimer’s.  Did you know that 
how strongly our eye pupils react to brain tests may be an inexpensive and 
noninvasive way to screen for Alzheimer’s disease before symptoms of cog-
nitive decline appear. Pupils dilate when we are confronted with a difficult 
mental task. Subjects with greater pupil dilation during testing have been 
linked in research to a higher genetic risk for Alzheimer’s disease. 

 
            The second piece of info I wanted to share dear friends is the danger of falls. Deaths or     
severe injuries have doubled in the last decade from falls. Treating those injuries is straining the 
health care budget. The annual cost is approx. 65 billion dollars and that is expected to double by 
2030. 
              Falls cause you to sustain both physical and emotional trauma and certainly no one wants 
that for themselves or their loved ones so please stay safe and cognizant of your surroundings and 
the dangers they may present.  
See you in church. 
Much love to all. 
Brenda Pineau R.N. 

       ASHES WILL BE DISTRIBUTED 

WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 22  

IN THE MORNING AT: 

Christ Lutheran Church- 

600 Shepard Ave, Hamden, CT 

 

SERVICE WILL BE AT HAMDEN PLAINS  

AT 7 p.m. 

https://search.yahoo.com/local/yhs/search;_ylt=AwrEeSVENdljT1MAcTNjmolQ;_ylu=Y29sbwNiZjEEcG9zAzEEdnRpZAMEc2VjA3Nj?p=lutheran+church+Hamden+ct&vm=r&type=search_1&param1=9426794&param2=233594348&param3=55&param4=1206599160&hsimp=yhs-sbsearch&hspart=prodege&ei=U


                        Please send in special achievements so we may 

acknowledge those who have excelled above and beyond.  
 

Also if you would like prayers for anyone drop us a note with their 
name and reason for the prayer. 

Send both to: secretary.hpumc@gmail.com  

  

 If your health is compromised or you are in an at-risk group, please con-

tinue to enjoy our on-line worship option.  We print the following in each 

Thursday’s message field when we email the weekly bulletin and notices, 

to ease access for our members and friends.   
 

You can join Sunday Worship online in one of three ways: 

 Live by video at 9:00 am: https://zoom.us/join, enter Meeting ID: 837 2734 8500, enter Meeting Pass-

word: 385763   

 One tap: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83727348500?pwd=cFpxWURRZGFVVm9hYXNOdktiZGtWQT09 

 Live by telephone at 10:15 am: dial +1 646-558-8656,enter Meeting ID: 837 2734 8500#, enter Meeting 

Password: 385763#   

One tap: +16465588656, 83727348500#,,,,0#,,385763# 
 

Recording on HPUMC YouTube Channel:  
      https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxwHc1E3_YK4W1nHICT5iAA or https://tinyurl.com/t9q8gw6 
     (Sunday service recording will be posted as early as Sunday at 7:00pm or late as Monday at 7:00pm) 
 
Contact George Joseph at dgjoseph.home@gmail.com or 203.675.3595 if you need help. 
  

Our Prayer Team meets in its established time: Wednesdays, 11 a.m. –                                 

Noon, in the Prayer Room (Nursery).  Adherence to safe practices  

protocols is expected: facemasks worn, 6 feet social distance                       

maintained, hand-sanitizer used.  If you are interested in participating,      

just come!  If you want to know more, contact Holly O’Brien at  

203.506.4822 or hollyobrien@snet.net.  
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MISSIONS 
Donations for the food pantry have been way down.  

 

Missions would like to thank everyone for their contributions during this hard time for 

the Hamden Food Bank.  

Please continue to bring in what ever you can as the food bank if very low. Food & 

Non-food items are always needed.  Please place all donations in the collection basket 

in the Narthex during office hours any Tuesday through Friday 9 :15 am – 12:15 pm 

Thank You! The Mission committee 

The “March  Messenger”  deadline is Sunday, February 19th  

(always the third Sunday of the preceding month).   

NO ARTICLES ACCEPTED AFTER DEADLINE! 

Please submit articles electronically (preferred) to                                       

secretary.hpumc@gmail.com or hard copy to Nancy at the church office 

(Tuesday through Friday 9 :15 am – 12:15 pm) or by USPS at  

15 Church Street, Hamden, CT  06514 

SIGN UP TO SERVE 
You can now sign up as a cook or server for “Dinner for a $” using Signup.com. Just 
click the link or copy into your address bar to volunteer to help at dinner for a dollar. 
We will send you a reminder of your commitment the week before you are to serve. 
Help feed families here in the Hamden Community through this important ministry!!  

 https://signup.com/go/LpLESwA  

We have entered into a new way of 

contributing your tithes and offerings 

 
     You can now give right through an app on your phone or by scanning the 
QR code on the right. We will then notify you  we received your contribution.             
www.venmo.com/HamdenPlains-UMC                                                       
Any questions please call the office at 203.248.4654 
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ACOLYTE AND CRUCIFER   
Acolytes light the candles at the beginning of 
worship and extinguish them before brining the 
light out of the sanctuary, symbolic of taking 
Christ’s light to the world.  Youth younger than 8

th
 

grade typically perform this service.   

Crucifers carry the cross in and out of our worship. Youth (8
th

 grade and 
up) or adults may serve. If interested please contact the office at 
203.248.4654 or secretary.hpumc@gmail.com  

WORSHIP ASSISTANT HELPERS NEEDED 

New Church Recycling Procedure! 
Recycling is a way to honor the great gift God has provided us on the beautiful Earth.  
 
The Trustees recently adopted a procedure that asks our members to participate in 
this practice here at Hamden Plains UMC.  
 
Thank you to Brenda and Ed Pineau who take the recycling at least once a month. 
  

The Trustees thank you for your support. This procedure will save the Earth and HPUMC some 
money, too!!  
  
Marty Hartog 

Fellowship Time : We have resumed our Fellowship time. If you would con-

sider hosting simple refreshments, contact Krystal Ritchie at 203.587.0406 

or kritchie424@yahoo.com.  She will also guide new hosts through the proc-

ess.   

 

Liturgists assist the Pastor by reading scripture and leading some prayers.  
We welcome new liturgists!  If interested please contact Megan Malanson 
(203.535.5569 or megmalanson@yahoo.com)  

WE ARE LOOKING FOR GREETERS: Greeters arrive early and welcome our 
congregation to Church.  If you and/or your family are interested please contact 
Randi Harrell or Nancy Estes in the office at 203.248.4654. 
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TO DONATE ALTAR  

FLOWERS please contact Nancy 

Estes at 203.248.4654 (Tues.-Fri. 

mornings)  

You may purchase flowers and bring 

them before Sunday services or donate $30. Please 

make check payable to “HPUMC” memoed “altar 

flowers” or cash,. Wording may be “in honor of” or 

“in memory of” and will be listed in the bulletin.  You 

may take the flowers or leave them to be delivered to 

our home-bound members.  Your color preference re-

quests, if any, should be placed with Nancy Estes 

when ordering.  Sign-up on the Flower Chart on the 

bulletin board out side of the office. Thank you to all 

who participate in beautifying our altar.  

HAMDEN FOOD BANK   

always needs your support and con-

tributions to help Hamden residents 

who are in need.  The items that we 

need are non-perishable foods and basic  neces-

sities, such as, soap, toilet paper, tooth paste, 

tooth brushes, and diapers. Your generous sup-

port will be greatly appreciated.  

Cans for Congo:  

We want to send a thank 
you to those of you who 
have been donating their 
cans and bottles or re-
ceipts from recycling cans 

and bottles for the Congo Mission to Mulungwishi 
Seminary.  Please continue to bring in your  re-
ceipts or cans to support this mission. The collec-
tion boxes for receipts and cans are  located in the 
hall outside the offices.  

INK CARTRIDGE 

RECYCLE PRO-

GRAM 

OUR INK CARTRIDGE RE-

CYCLE PROGRAM will gain us credit toward 

church office supplies.  Please bring them during 

office hours, Tues. – Fri. 9:15 a..m. – 12:15 p.m., 

leave them in a bag outside the parking lot door at 

your convenience, or bring them to Sunday wor-

ship.    

Thank you for dropping off 

your used cartridges!! 

 

WANT TO VIEW OUR ON-LINE 

WORSHIP  

COACHING TO ACCESS ON-LINE 
WORSHIP: If you would like to have as-

sistance in accessing “live” but remote worship 
through Zoom, or assistance in how to access re-
corded worship, please contact George Joseph 
(dgjoseph.home@gmail.com or 203.675.3595) He 
has coached others since we began our broadcast 
ministry and would be happy to assist you.  

“Dinner for a Dollar” 

serves take-out only from 6 – 7 p.m. 
following Quinnipiack Valley Health 
District guidelines.  Cooking teams 
work 3 – 5:30 p.m.; serving teams 

serve 5:30 – 8 p.m.  Meals are “to go” only.  To as-
sist ANY Saturday signup at https://signup.com/
go/LpLESwA or contact Marty Hartog at 
203.506.9788 or hartogm1@southernct.edu 
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COMMUNITY PARTNERS 

  Sundays 10:00 am– 12:00 pm  Preaching Healing Presbyterian Church 

         Korean speaking 

  Mondays 6:00 pm - 8:30 pm  Living Water Bible Study 

  Tuesdays 7:30 pm - 9:00 pm  Hispanic AA 

  Thursdays 7:30 pm - 9:00 pm  Men’s AA 

    7:30 pm - 9:00 pm  Hispanic AA 

  Saturdays 3:00 - 5:00 pm   Spanish Women’s AA 

NOT Meeting as of yet 

  4th Saturday 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm  AA Spanish Speaking D-10 A-11 

  Various Days/Times        Daniel Cohen 

PLEASE CONSIDER SENDING A NOTE to any of the folks below who 

either live alone, have care needs, or both.  This is the updated list.  Megan 

Malanson is tracking these contacts.  If you make one and would like to re-

port that to Megan, please reach her at megmalanson@yahoo.com.  If there is 

someone you think should be contacted by the pastor, please notify him at 

pastorjj.hpumc@gmail.com.  

 

ADDRESSES FOR PEOPLE LIVING ALONE OR WITH CARE NEEDS: 

(Some opted not to be on this list: please contact Pastor with corrections.) 

Bales, Mary, 33 Woodruff Street, #113, Hamden, 06518 

Gursky, John, 1492 Dixwell Avenue, Hamden, 06514 

Hartsoe, Lois, 5324 Ashlar Village, Wallingford, 06492 

Leno, Pat, 850 Mix Avenue, Hamden, 06514 

Mayo, Elizabeth, 200 Leeder Hill Drive, Apt. 213, Hamden, 06517 

Morrison, Claudette and Jimmy, 112 East Gate Lane, Hamden, 06514 

Raccio, Jean and Carmine, 15 Sunrise Cove Road, Branford, 06405 

Reynolds, Marianne, 520 Pool Rd. Apt. 424, North Haven, 06473 

Shaw, Rosemary, 345 Fountain Street, Apt. 202, New Haven, 06515 

Teodosio, Frank, 330 Amity Rd., Woodbridge, 06525 

Williams, Trudy, 41 West Helen Street, Hamden, 06514 

Wycoff, Denise and Pieter, 135 Grandview Avenue, Hamden, 06514 
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PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please let the office or Pastor know if prayers are needed 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER 

    PRAYER REQUEST for Marty Hartog’s neighbor Harry’s wife, Pearl pasted away. 

Continuing care: 

Laura Williams, medical issues  

Brenda Pineau  

Maria Lombardi Warren, Mastectomy, friend of Anthony Moore 

Lorraine Welch & Charlene Welch                                                        

John Kenney, Pat Jacobs’ Husband, Kidney Failure 

Lavonda Paul, resting at home 

Holly Wesman, partner of Karen Sroka, cancer 

Bernadette, breast cancer (Margret Turner’s niece)         

Alan, recovering (Brenda Pineau)   

Cassondra, cancer (The Pineau’s)                                    

Paul, Bob, Lori, cancer (The Pineau’s)                        

Sarah and James Galloway, Carol’s parents, for on-going medical issues 

Jason Calabrese (brother of Stacey Riccardi)     

Stephanie, health issues, daughter of Ed & Brenda Pineau   

Ralph Pausig, Derrick Pommills brother in law, Health Issues              
 

In Rehab facilities:  

Frank Teodosio  

 

Those who are in nursing homes Rehabilitation Centers & Hospitals or home bound 

Pat Leno, Arden House, 850 Mix Ave., Hamden, CT 06514 

Elizabeth Mayo, 200 Leeder Hill Dr. #213, Hamden, CT 06517 

Claudette Morrison, 112 East Gate Ln., Hamden, CT 06514 

Marianne Reynolds, 656 Center St., D208, Wallingford, CT 06492 

Frank Teodosio, 330 Amity Rd., Woodbridge, 06525 

Please keep those serving in the military in your prayers                                            
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 February 5 February 12 February 19 February 26 

Liturgist Krystal Ritchie Portia Antwi Marcus Brantley Holly O’Brien 

Song Leader Perjah & Reneejah 

Delgado 

Marty Hartog Frances Walker Ed Zorian 

Usher Megan  

Malanson 

Holly O’Brien Randi Harrell Megan Malanson 

Attendance  Melissa Paul Holly O’Brien Randi Harrell Megan Malanson 

Fellowship 

Time 

Megan Malanson    

Counters Krystal Ritchie 

Kersten Moore 

Terri Bennett 

Savannah Paul 

Kirby Stafford 

Marty Hartog 

Lynn Brantley 

Perjah Delgado 
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4
th 

Jean Raccio 

7
th
                  Jennifer Kirchoff 

8
th
    Perjah Delgado 

11
th
  Erik Malanson 

13
th 

Carol Rivera 

13
th 

Reon Keller 

19
th 

Virginia Davis 

20
th 

Martin Hartog 

21
st 

Alexander Ritchie 

24
th
  Reneejah Delgado 

24
th
  Teagan Hurley 

25
th
  Morgan Ritchie 

26
th 

Madison Steigman 

14
th 

Jimmy & Claudette Morrison    1981 



SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT 

   1 Prayer Team 

11 am    

Choir rehearsal  

7 pm          

2 

6:30pm   

Worship 

7:30 pm 

Leadership 

 

3 4 Dinner for a 

Dollar  6 - 7pm 

5  9:00 AM Adult & 

Children Sunday 

School 

10:15 am Worship  

6 7 
6:30 pm    

Connection 

Bible  Study 

8  Prayer Team 

11 am    
Choir rehearsal  

7 pm          

9   7 p.m. 

Admin Team 
10 11 

Dinner for a 

Dollar  6 - 7pm 

12   9:00 AM Adult 

Sunday School 

10:15 am Worship  

13 

 

14 
6:30 pm    

Connection 

Bible  Study 

15   Prayer 

Team 11 am    
Choir rehearsal  

7 pm          

16  17 18 
Dinner for a 

Dollar  6 - 7pm 

19  9:00 AM Adult & 

Children Sunday 

School 

10:15 am Worship  

Messenger  

Deadline 

20 21 
6:30 pm    

Connection 

Bible  Study 

22 ASH 

WEDNESDAY 

Prayer Team 11 

am    

Ash Wednesday 

Service  7 pm          

        

23  24 25 
Dinner for a 

Dollar  6 - 7pm 

26   9:00 AM Adult 

Sunday School 

10:15 am Worship  

27 28 
6:30 pm    

Connection 

Bible  Study 
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HAMDEN PLAINS UMC 

15 CHURCH STREET 

HAMDEN   CT     06514 

The Rev. Jeremiah J. Paul, Pastor 

               Nancy Estes, Editor 

Phone: 203-248-4654 

E-MAIL: pastorjj.hpumc@gmail.com 
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